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Mary M. Hooker Environmental Sciences Magnet 
School - Hartford, Connecticut 


TD Bank - Wallingford, Connecticut 


DESIGN BUILDERS e¢ GENERAL CONTRACTORS e¢ CONSTRUCTION MANAGERS 





THERE ARE ONLY 89 LEED CERTIFIED 
Pioneers in the State of Connecticut’s BUILDINGS IN ALL OF CONNECTICUT. 
PLATINUM Construction Initiatives. OF THOSE, ONLY THREE ARE LEED . 

PLATINUM AND ONLY ONE — HARTFORD S 


MARY M. HOOKER ENVIRONMENTAL 
PDS ENGINEERING & SCIENCES MAGNET SCHOOL - IS A PUBLIC 
CONSTRUCTION, INC. ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 
107 Old Windsor Road, Bloomfield, CT 06002 


www.pdsec.com & CONSTRUCTION COMPLETED A NEW 
LEED PLATINUM BRANCH FACILITY IN 
WALLINGFORD FOR TD BANK WITH THE 
SAME HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER RATING. 
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COVER STORY 


CT’s Environmental 
Law Enforcer 


On April 1, Matthew Levine took over 
as head of the Connecticut Attorney 
General’s Environment Department, 
responsible for prosecuting the worst 
violations to a fair conclusion. 
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FEATURES 


12. Regional Approach 
News Columnist Brad Mondschein examines how the partnership between Connecticut, 
Rhode Island, and Massachusetts will impact renewable energy in New England 


14. Transportation Discussions 
News Columnist Lyle Wray dissects Connecticut's 30-year, $100 billion proposed 
overhaul of its transportation network 


26 75 Years of Trash 
A retrospect on the closed Hartford Landfill and how its life mirrored the state’s waste 
disposal priorities. 


PROFILES 


16. Green Warrior: Amy Merli 
A professional dancer and yoga instructor has started a new fashion trend with clothes 
made entirely from recycled materials. 


24. ECOmpany: Glastonbury Housesmith 
Homebuilder Bob Dykins seeks to create energy-efficient houses, winning the state’s 
latest Zero Energy Challenge competition. 


On the Cover: Assistant Attorney General Matthew Levine, head of the Environment 
Department, looking down from the second-floor perch at his office on 55 Elm St. in Hartford. 
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GREEN SOLUTIONS... 
ONE SOURCE 


Only one company can build, power, protect, and 
maintain the critical systems in virtually every type of 
facility. Our clients trust us to provide sustainable, 
more productive, greener facilities. 





4 
We are experts in: 
Energy Systems and Incentives ¢ Building Automation Technologies ¢ Sustainable Design and Operation 


860.871.1111 Toll Free: 800.741.6367 nemsi.com 


License #’s: E1-104939 © $1-302974 © P1-203519 e F1-10498 ¢ SM1-192 ¢ MC-1134 


REEBA ansmcge 


Renewable Energy and Efficiency Business Association, Inc. 


a 
a: 
—— 


= F116 0) Sa mess 


New England Mechanical 






REEBA is an active business organization 
that promotes the sustainable deployment of 
renewable energy, demand-side management 
and energy efficiency in the region. 


Member Benefits: 


¥v Advocacy 
¥ Networking 


Ma lcclautclitclamsicelalire 


EO) NING E 
Vv Partnership Paul R. Michaud, Esq. 
Executive Director 


Vv Industry News 860.240.6131 
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FROM THE EDITOR 





The Government's 


Business 


he Connecticut Green Guide, 

much like its parent Hartford 

Business Journal, is a busi- 
ness-to-business publication ulti- 
mately concerned with how we can 
help our readers achieve their goals 
like making money and keeping their 
workers employed. Per its mission, 
the Green Guide also focuses on how 
business professionals can turn a 
profit and help the environment. 

Over our first nine issues (the 
Green Guide debuted in October 
2012), we’ve sought to accomplish 
this mission by holding up exam- 
ples of businesses achieving their 
goals, criticizing policies detrimen- 
tal to sustainable business, and 
pointing out programs that can aid 
companies. In the most prominent 
place in all these issues — the 
cover story — we've featured busi- 
ness professionals who personified 
these struggles. 

As you'll notice, this issue breaks 
from that tradition. For the first 
time, we are featuring a govern- 
ment official on the cover of the 
Connecticut Green Guide, Assistant 
Attorney General Matthew Levine. 

As is readily obvious to anyone 





In the Spring 2015 edition, the A 

Clean Startup feature on Engel Power 
incorrectly stated that his gasifier would 
be more expensive than grid power, 


when, in fact, it will be less. 





Brad Kane 
Editor 





Green Tip: 

After you finished reading 

it, Connecticut Green Guide 
can be cut into paper flowers, 
creating a decorative piece for 
your office. 





who runs or works for a business, 
government can have an enormous 
influence on the operations of a 
company. Levine, in his new role 
as head of the attorney general’s 
Environment Department, is just one 
example of how changes in govern- 
ment personnel can change the ways 
laws are applied and enforced. 

From all reports, though, Levine is 
a fair and practical attorney who will 
pursue environmental cases in a just 
manner. Still, it is important to rec- 
ognize the role these government of- 
ficials play in Connecticut's business 
climate and how these small changes 
in personnel can have enormous 
consequences. That is why you see a 
government officialon our cover. @& 





Regional Approach 
News Columnist Brad Mondschein looks 


at how the short supply of renewable 






energy in New England is 
impacting pricing and 
Connecticut's ability to 
meet its goals. 
See page 12. 
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Connecticut Business Connects on June 4th! 


Handshakes. 








day 
long. 


Do Business IN PERSON at the Largest B2B Expo in CT! 


Educational Seminars « New Product Demos « Meet Hundreds of Exhibitors « And Much More! 


15 T 4H ANNUAL June 4, 2015 


| Connecticut Convention Center « Hartford, CT 
PA Business EXpo 





Show: 9am-4pm; Networking Event: 49m-6:30pm 


Don’t wait in line! PRE-REGISTER at: 





Learn » Connect » Prosper www.CTBEXPO.com 
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Regulators Finally Approve 


Renewable Submetering 


By Brad Kane 


developer Bruce Becker turned on the 

fuel cell at his 360 State St. apartment 
complex in New Haven. 

In an effort to create the most eco- 
friendly housing development in Connect- 
icut, Becker had purchased the $2.5 mil- 
lion fuel cell from the now defunct UTC 
Power, in hopes of using the emissions- 
free electricity generated by the installa- 
tion to power his entire building. 

Now, after roughly half the life of the 
fuel cell has passed, Becker will be able to 
turn the renewable energy up to full power. 

Although a common practice in states 
like New York, Becker was unable to charge 
the tenants at 360 State St. for their ind1- 
vidual electricity use because — at the time 
of the installation — this concept of sub- 
metering multi-unit buildings was illegal 


| t was five years ago that Fairfield 





SS aa 
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in Connecticut. As a result, Becker could use his fuel cell 
at half strength only to power the common areas of his 
building, while tenants were left buying electricity from 


www.CTGreenGuide.com 


Orange utility United Iluminating. 
Even though the legislature approved submetering in 
2013 and Gov. Dannel P. Malloy specifically said it should 
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Fairfield developer Bruce 


Becker has fought to use his 


New Haven fuel cell at its full | 
strength for half a decade. 


PHOTO | HB) FILE 


be used to help landlords of multi-unit buildings install 
renewable energy, Becker was unable to sell his tenants 
the fuel cell power because the Public Utilities Regulatory 
Authority was finalizing the details of the new law. Slow- 
ing the process were UI and Berlin electric utility Ever- 
source Energy, who didn’t necessarily oppose submetering 
but wanted to make sure their interests were protected. 
On April 15, PURA issued its draft decision allowing 
landlords to use submetering to pay for renewable en- 
ergy installations. Becker, though, was less than pleased. 
“The good news is that there is a decision,” Becker 
said. “The main issue, though, is that it is so complicated 
when the measure the legislature passed was so simple.” 
Becker’s main issue has to do with pricing. While the 
state law called for landlords charging their tenants a 
similar amount to what utilities charge their customers, 
PURA came up with a more complex formula that can 
vary. That formula sets the max a landlord can charge 
at the utility rate minus certain public policy charges. 
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“The more energy you use, the lower the rates are, 
which is contradictive if you are trying to promote con- 
versation,” Becker said. 

The PURA draft decision also requires landlords to 
make payments to the utilities to cover issues like con- 
gestion and state-run programs for renewable energy 
subsidies and energy efficiency programs. 

For the energy programs, PURA’s reasoning is be- 
cause the tenants are state residents, they benefit 
from these programs like all state residents do. Becker, 
though, said because tenants are not eligible to take 
advantage of these programs for energy efficiency up- 
grades or renewable installations, they are essentially 
being taxed without receiving the benefits. 

UI applauded the draft decision while Eversource 
agreed with the terms as well, only asking for clarifica- 
tion on how much landlords have to pay utilities for the 
energy programs. 

The Department of Energy & Environmental Protec- 
tion praised PURA’s reasoning as well, calling it a fair 
compromise in promoting renewable energy installa- 
tions while ensuring all residents pay for public policy 
programs. DEEP, along with Malloy, initially developed 
the submetering plan, to make tenants directly respon- 
sible for their energy use and to pay for solar, wind, and 
fuel cell systems. 

“If the final decision reflects the contents of the draft 
document, Connecticut will have an approach toward 
submeterng that encourages the use of renewables and 
distributed generation, promotes energy efficient, pro- 
tects consumer rights, and ensures the overall reliability 
of the grid system,” DEEP spokesman Dennis Schain said. 

Becker asked for several changes to the draft decision, 
in the hopes that the final decision will make submetering 
simpler. PURA was expected to render its final decision on 
May 6 (after Connecticut Green Guide went to press). 

Ultimately, though, Becker said he is pleased he can 
finally use his fuel cell at its full strength. He purchased 
a second one for his 777 Main St. apartment complex in 
Hartford that was installed in January. 

The second fuel cell came from South Windsor-based 
Doosan Fuel Cell, which took over the facility originally 
run by UTC Power. The manufacturer actually has changed 
hands twice since Becker originally bought his fuel cell for 
360 State St., as now bankrupt Oregon-based ClearEdge 
Power took over in 2013 before Doosan came in last year. 

“So far, half of the fuel cell’s life has passed without 
it doing what it was set up to do,” Becker said. 
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Current CT Green 
business news delivered 
right to your inbox 





™ WED. 
March 20, 2013 
Oakdale Theatre, Wallingford 
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STR director stepping down 


Competing for 
Jobs, Capital & Talent. 
www.metrohartford.com 


READ MORE >> 
Malloy finalizes natural gas expansion, energy plans 
READ MORE >> 
SolarCity, Honda provide $65M for CT solar 

0 MORE >> 
Sewers, Long Island Sound earmarked for $1B cleanup 
NU's post-NStar merger 4Q, "12 net all aglow : 
eecae Can your business 
. afford to be 
Hartford's Electrical Contractors wraps solar installs . 
meresphdeompentpooentepeapen. = without power? 


Eagle Leasing installs solar at Orange headquarters 
CT accepting greenway applications 
Chester joins solar, efficiency challenges 
CT awards to honor gov't buildings 
New England Fuel Mix a — 
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Natural Gas 


To Sign up, go to CTGreenGuide.com 
and click “Sign up for the 


CT Green Guide Weekly e-newsletter” 


There is no cost or obligation and you may unsubscribe at any time. 
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Focused on the Connecticut 
sustainable business community, 
the Connecticut Green Guide 
Weekly enewsletter delivers the 
news, information and profiles 
that influence the way green 
business is done in Connecticut. 


Sign up for a free subscription 
to CT Green Guide Weekly and 
keep abreast of current Green 
news. All the information about 
sustainable industry delivered 
directly to your e-mail inbox 
every Tuesday. 
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The new CTfastrak debuted on March 28 
between Hartford and New Britain. 
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GOVERNMENT WATCH 


Public Transit 
Bad For Roads 


A Southern Connecticut State University 
study has found the more funds a state 
commits to public transit, carpooling, and 
other alternative modes of transportation, 
the more the quality of its roads diminishes. 

The study by SCSU student Ashley Hartle, 
who graduated in December, shows that for 
every 1 percent increase above the national 
average that a state has in eco-friendly com- 
mutes — transit, walking, biking, carpooling 
— the number of bad-quality roads increased 
by 0.7 percent and the amount of good-quali- 
ty roads decreased by 1 percent. 

The study entitled, “Green with Envy: How 
Environmental Friendliness Impacts a State’s 
Roads,” used the International Roughness 
Index measure from the U.S. Highway Admin- 
istration to judge the quality of the roads. 

For every 1 percent increase of residents 
who commute to work alone, the percent- 
age of good-quality roads increases by 0.8 
percent, the study said. 

The study shows that states’ methods of 
road funding is tied to green behavior, said 
Kevin Buterbaugh, SCSU professor of political 
science and Hartle’s advisor. As people use cars 
less, funding for roads generated from gaso- 
line taxes and other car user fees decreases, 
leaving less money for improvement projects. 

It also is possible as road quality gets worse, 
more people will seek out alternative forms 
of transportation, which again would lead to 
worse road quality and an increase in eco- 


friendly options, Buterbaugh said. @& 


10 CONNECTICUT GREEN GUIDE ¢ SUMMER 2015 


+ & 
—- a 





SMART BUSINESS: LENNY & JOE’S FISH TALE 


New Haven Seafood Hotspot 
Angles $20K Incentive 


ince 1979, Lenny & Joe’s Fish Tale has grown from a roadside clam 

stand to an iconic seafood destination in Connecticut, now with 

three shoreline locations. Priding itself on serving the finest seafood 
available, the restaurant strives to provide top customer service, which 
includes increasing its sustainability efforts. 

To help pay for $40,000 of energy efficiency improvements, Lenny & Joe’s se- 
cured more than $20,000 in incentive 
payments from the Energize Con- 
necticut’s Small Business Energy Ad- 
vantage Program to uncover project 
specifics for its New Haven location. 

In all, the restaurant expects to 
save $10,800 annually in deferred 
energy costs with a payback on the 
project cost in less than three years. 

“The energy efficiency projects 
we implemented have provided 
consistent operational cost savings,” 
said Brian Faye, owner of Lenny & 
Joe’s. “Just as important as the financial aspect, we're positively impacting the 
communities we serve by becoming a more sustainable business.” 

Lenny & Joe’s completed a lighting overhaul throughout the restaurant, 
upgrading interior and exterior lights to LEDs and super high efficiency 


Lenny & Joe’s New Haven menu includes 
Artic char and swordfish steak. 
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Government Grades by Brad Kane 


Blue Plan — Gov. Dannel P. Malloy and the Governor’s Conference — In April, five of 


state legislature have called on the the six New England governors got together 
Department of Energy & in Hartford to discuss ways to ways to 


Environmental Protec- solve the region’s energy infrastructure and 








tion to create a Long resources problems. We applaud the effort, 


Island Sound Blue Plan, 








t appears nothing 





to protect and use the 


waterbody. While we of substance will be 


Grade: B- 


just another government report, having a plan 


are wary of this being accomplished. 


is a good start. 


Grade: D- 
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q As with most 

energy efficiency 

Ge nee ERG) Zick, fyety projects, Lenny & 
aes, a Joe’s included a 


| ay 
— lighting retrofit in 
its performance 
package. 
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fluorescent systems. In an effort to further reduce energy usage, the restau- 
rant purchased new refrigeration equipment with evaporator fan controls 
and electronically commutated motors, which will streamline maintenance 
and maximize efficiency. 

Gas efficiency measures were a key component of the comprehensive 
project, and the restaurant received $300 in incentives to cover upgrades. 
Lenny & Joe’s installed new high-efficiency sprayers and water-efficient fau- 
cet aerators in the kitchen sinks, optimizing the water system and signifi- 
cantly impacting water and energy usage. 

“In the competitive restaurant industry, maintaining efficiency is essential for 
cost-conscious operations and long-term sustainability,” said Roy Haller, director 
of commercial and industrial energy services programs for Orange electric utility 
United Wluminating, which administers the Energize Connecticut program. 

UI helped the restaurant develop an efficiency plan, identifying strategic 
opportunities to improve energy use, and provided step-by-step technical 
assistance to ensure smooth execution of the plan. 

“The custom energy solutions we present are intended to make facil- 
ity improvements and equipment upgrades tangible and feasible to help 
restaurants reduce operating costs and ultimately enhance the overall 
customer experience,” Haller said. 

Information on Connecticut’s energy efficiency programs can be found at 
EnergizeCT.com or by calling (877) WISE-USE. @& 













Utility Investiga- EPA Fines — After not handling chemi- 
| tions — The Con- cals properly at their water treatment 
4 r" -y necticut Office of plants, Groton and Norwich agreed to pay 


Consumer Counsel $614,330 in fines to the U.S. Environmental 
1 the Public Utilities Protection Agency and in upgrades to the 
plants. While EPA fines are 


nothing new to private 


Authority got 
Berlin natural gas utility 

Eversource Energy to industry, we hold gov- 
refund $1.5 million to customers, after it was ernments to a higher 
learned the company earned above its ap- standard. 
proved amount. This came after PURA fined 
Connecticut Natural Gas $50,000 for having 


too many gas leaks. Good looking out. 
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BY THE NUMBERS 


10th 


Connecticut's rank in states’ 
commitment to locally produced food, 


up 10 spots from 2014. 


$99M 


Total Connecticut received from the 
Northeast cap-and-trade program 
Regional Greenhouse Gas Initiative 
from 2005 to 2013. 


45% 


Amount cost of wholesale New England 
electricity dropped in winter 2015 from 
the previous year, as weather was warmer 


and power plants were better prepared. 


995,000 


Gallons of sewage pumped out of boats 
in 2014 in Long Island Sound and 
Candlewood Lake, a record since the 
Department of Energy & Environmental 
Protection started working to prevent 
boaters from dumping into the state’s 


waterways. 


$23.6M 


Loss incurred in 2014 by Enfield solar 
manufacturer STR Holdings, up from a loss 
of $18.3 million in 2013. The company’s 
general counsel, Alan Forman, resigned in 


May to pursue another opportunity. 


450 


Employees housed at Comcast Cable’s 
regional headquarters in Berlin, 

which now receives 80 percent of its 
electricity from an onsite fuel cell. 


SOURCE: STROLLING OF THE HEIFERS, RGGI, ISO NEW 
ENGLAND, DEEP, STR HOLDINGS, COMCAST 
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The five-megawatt solar farm in Somers is one of three major, in-state renewable projects Connecticut was able to get built. 
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Regional Approach 


CT needs other states to achieve renewable energy goals 


By Brad Mondschein 


n Feb. 25, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy launched a 

tri-state initiative to bolster renewable energy 

development in Massachusetts, Rhode Island, 
and Connecticut. As part of the initiative, the three 
states will solicit bids on at least 20 megawatts of new 
Class I renewable energy projects, which include wind, 


y 


solar, hydroelectric, biomass, and 
fuel cells. 
These new projects are needed 
to satisfy the ever growing demand 
for Class I renewable energy here in 
Connecticut and in other New England 
states. This demand stems from require- 
ments placed on electric suppliers to obtain an increas- 
ing percentage of their power from Class I resources 
under the renewable portfolio standard (RPS). 
This year, in Connecticut, 12.5 percent of the total 
electric supply must be from Class I renewables, and by 
2020, that percentage will increase to 20 percent. While 
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these goals are certainly lofty, doubts on their achiev- 
ability linger, given the shortage of renewable energy in 
the market today. 

Electric suppliers demonstrate their compliance with 
the RPS by purchasing renewable energy credits (RECs) 
from renewable energy projects throughout New England. 
The cost of purchasing RECs in New England has skyrock- 
eted in recent years, reaching almost $60 per megawatt 
hour (or six cents per kilowatt hour) because of the height- 
ened demand for RECs caused by increasing RPS require- 
ments in Connecticut and in other New England states. 

In fact, in 2014, nearly all electric suppliers in Con- 
necticut failed to purchase a sufficient amount of RECs 
to meet the RPS and, instead, opted to pay a penalty 
known as an alternative compliance payment (ACP) 
because the penalty was less costly ($55 per mega- 
watt hour) than purchasing the RECs. While the ACP is 
directed at the local utility companies to offset other 
ratepayer costs, it fails to achieve the ultimate objective 
of the RPS — the development of renewable energy. 

The tri-state proposal is intended to provide more RECs 
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(Above) Connecticut is home to two fuel cell manufacturers, 
but (below) has had a difficult time getting in-state wind farms 


because of resource and regulatory issues. PHOTOS | HB] FILE 


to the market, thus lowering the cost of RECs and, at the 
same time, providing much needed funding to renewable 
energy projects. However, it is expected that most of these 
projects will be developed outside of Connecticut due to 
the state’s comparatively high cost of development and 
regulatory obstacles related to large-scale wind. 

While a regional approach to increase the availabil- 
ity of Class I RECs in New England is being welcomed 
by industry participants, advocates are encouraging 
Connecticut to take steps to increase home-grown Class 
I RECs in the state through more programs that encour- 
age larger-scale photovoltaic projects and expanding 
Class I RECs to include thermal energy projects, as New 
Hampshire and Massachusetts have done. 

The draft tri-state procurement proposal received 
more than 150 comments, so the next few months 
should bear careful scrutiny on what is taking place in 
New England’s renewable energy markets. @ 


Brad Mondschein practices in the area of alternative energy, regulated 
industries, and technology law for Hartford law firm Pullman & Comley. 
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“We need to stay competitive in 
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with ease.” 


Dave Petrone, Owner/Manager, Riverview Bistro 


a 


Riverview Bistro, on the banks of the scenic 
Housatonic,increased its energy efficiency and 
significantly reduced its operating costs — with 
technical advice and financial support from 
Energize Connecticut's Small Business 
Energy Advantage Program. 








On advice from program engineers, Riverview 
incorporated several energy-saving measures, 
including new refrigeration and motor controls 
and a complete lighting overhaul featuring 
LEDs. The lighting upgrades alone translate to 
an estimated $13,749 annual savings. A gener- 
ous incentive from the Energy Efficiency Fund, 
including 0% on-bill financing, made Riverview’s 
energy efficiency upgrades possible. 


Project: Riverview Bistro 

Measures: Interior, exterior lighting & signage 
converted to LED; new HVAC 
programmable thermostats; new 
controls for refrigeration evaporator 
fans & new electronically commuta- 
tive motors; new hot water spray 
valves & aerators in kitchen. 

Fund 

Incentive: $30,240 

Energy 

Savings: 75,690 kWh electricity/year 
125 ccf natural gas/year 

Cost 

Savings: $13,749 annually 


Find energy solutions for your business. 


Visit EnergizeCT.com 


energ ize CT 
ee 
Empowering you to make 
smart energy choices 


Or Call 877-WISE-USE 





cf. 


UIL HOLDINGS COMPANIES 
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Energize Connecticut helps you save money and use clean energy. It is an initiative 
of the Energy Efficiency Fund, the Clean Energy Finance and Investment Authority, the State, 
and your local electric and gas utilities with funding from a charge on customer energy bills. 
CAMP15CTGG 
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Transportation Discussions 


CT has a comprehensive vision, now it needs the money 


By Lyle Wray 


n transportation, Connecticut is in a situation simi- 

lar to that expressed on a bumper sticker years ago 

saying “Education is expensive, but ignorance costs 
even more.” 

Transportation investments to get our infrastruc- 
ture up to a State of good repair and invest in select 

= new projects are indeed costly, but 
the alternative — falling behind in 
maintenance and investment that 
support the state’s economic muscle 
— is even more painful. Leveraging our 
favorable location between New York 
City and Boston and offering regional mo- 
bility will require significant investments. 

Gov. Dannel P. Malloy’s Let’s Go CT! initiative 
launched three months ago does something that has 
not always been done — it gets the discussion of the 
vision, the public appetite for paying for the vision, and 
the specifics of various revenue mechanisms to get the 
job done in the night order. By starting with the vision 
and general appetite to move ahead, the initiative helps 
us avoid what too often happens in transportation 
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debates — the 
immediate 
rejection of any 
suggested rev- 
enue sources, 
while at the 
same time 
complaining of 
a lack of action 
on transporta- 
tion system 
improvements. 

The five- 
year horizon of 
the initiative 
includes a number of very important projects, such as 
building out the Hartford rail line from Springfield to 
Hartford, New Haven, and New York City. The enhanced 
system will bring lower commuter fares, quicker and 
greatly increased services that should be a boon to the 
knowledge corridor. Extending the CTfastrak further 
east from Hartford to Manchester and ultimately 
UConn Storrs will provide much better transit access to 
150,000 jobs along the transit corridor. 


Connecticut's latest effort to land 


a transatlantic flight at Bradley 
International Airport includes offering 
$5 million to Irish airline Aer Lingus. 


PHOTO | HB] FILE 
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€ (Left) Gov. Dannel P. Malloy (in 
blue) announces the creation of a 
Connecticut Port Authority to better 
utilize the state’s seaports. (Right) 
A dedicated toll lane on highways 
is one of many funding possibilities 
Connecticut is considering to pay for 
Malloy’s ambitious transportation plan. 


PHOTO | HB] FILE 


The longer-term horizon re- 
flects a $100 billion dollar list of 
transportation projects — many 
of which were listed in the final 
report of the disbanded CT 
Transportation Strategy Board. 
While some of the needed proj- 
ects are clear — replacing the 
aging I-84 viaduct in Hartford, 
for example — others may need 
a second look depending on the 
level of resources that can be made available. 

The hardest work is yet to come. The governor has 
just launched a transportation funding commission 
tasked to come up with a set of funding options. By 
this summer, the commission will need to weigh fund- 
ing sources that can be mounted very quickly — the 
highly visible and unpopular gas tax can be turned on 
quickly while others will take more time to launch, 
such as nonstop road tolls and vehicle mileage charges. 
The commission should consider all reasonable op- 
tions, including fully using innovative federal loan and 
finance programs and establishing what the state itself 
will raise in transportation revenues — and whether it 
will ask regions and localities to bear more of the cost 
of transportation going forward. 

The good news is we now have the conversation in the 
right order with the Let’s Go CT! initiative: first, the vi- 
sion; second, sensing the public appetite to actually move 
forward to address important issues; and finally, coming 
up with specific funding mechanisms that can be imple- 
mented over time. The challenge will be getting through 
the sorting out of priorities, the sequencing projects, and 
finding a spectrum of innovative and traditional financing 
mechanisms to match resources to our needs and appetite. 
We are on the right road (or bus) but need to keep moving 
ahead through the next two challenging phases. @& 


es, 


METRO N 





Lyle Wray has served as the executive director of the Capital Region 
Council of Governments since 2004. 
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LOCATION: Hartford By Kathryn M. Roy 


ith a passion for environmental activism and a background in dance 
and performing arts, Amy Merli of Harwinton has married her inter- 
ests into a unique venture called the Trashion Fashion Show. 

Merli’s creation is designed to inspire the community to rethink waste 


YEAR STARTED: 201 1 


WEB: 
www.trashionfashionshow.com 





INFO: All designs in Trashion by providing an outlet for youth, artists, and designers to create fashionable 
Fashion shows are made items with materials otherwise headed for the waste stream. 
from 90 percent materials Merli, a professional dancer and yoga instructor, organized her first show 
that would otherwise be in in Hartford in 2011. 
the waste stream. “The show had ballerinas and trashion designs, so we kept that theme, bring- 
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Celebrate the 









Green ° 

Fact: achievements of 
Connecticut ing in performing arts with this ’ 
disposes of environmental activism,” Merli said. Someone yo Uu kn Ow. 


2.4 million tons “Tt’s been this journey to blend ev- 





of trash annually, erything together, using the arts to 
an estimated inspire awareness of global issues. 
1,370 pounds of There’s something very interesting 
trash per person about seeing someone in some- 
_ per year. thing that you thought was trash.” 
' Designer Rachel DeCavage, 
SOURCE: DEPARTMENT , 
OF ENERGY & founder of East Hartford print 
ENVIRONMENTAL P : 
PROTECTION and design shop Cinder + Salt, 


has worked with Merliasa 

contributing designer since the 
beginning. DeCavage’s fashions have been made from 
colored drinking straws, VHS tapes, plastic Easter eggs, 
bottle caps, granola bar wrappers, and popcorn bags. 

“I’m sourcing, saving, hoarding materials all year to be 
used to create fashions and displays for the show,” DeCav- 
age said. “The Trashion Show is important because it’s a 
fun, exciting, creative way to get the message across.” 

For the submissions, Merli encourages participants 
to avoid textiles and be as creative as possible in avoid- 
ing any non-waste stream items. 

“We look at how resourceful they are, how innovative 
they are, and the quality of the designs,” Merli said. “We 
try to push the boundaries to these avant-garde materi- 
als. We require all the designers to really think about 
how they get the material, so no one buys anything, and 
what they'll do with it afterwards.” 

Merli’s event supports companies that upcycle and 
use recycled materials, including a company that uses 
old fire hoses to make brief cases and another that uses 
old conveyer belts to make luggage. 

Merli works virtually, and has a team of eight people 
assisting her in Hartford, Washington D.C., and New 
York City to put on Trashion Fashion shows. She plans 
to expand to Toronto and is looking to partner with 
larger brands to create custom, wearable advertising. 

Merli has worked with Foxwoods Resort Casino to 
use excess promotional materials and rewards cards to 
create a fringe dress, and made 40 paper dresses for the 
Hartford Courant’s 250th anniversary gala. 

DeCavage said it’s about creating a global impact. 

“As environmentalists, it’s really important to engage 
the audience in a positive light, rather than scare them 
away with doomsday facts about why the world will end if 
we don’t all do our part to recycle,” DeCavage said. @& 


MAST omer GY ingen 


Have a friend or colleague 
whose successes deserve 
recognition? 





Hartford Business Journal award 
winners are highlighted in print, online, 
and at a corresponding special event. 


Nominate Today! 


Nominations accepted year round 


Go to: HartfordBusiness.com/nominate 


HIGHLIGHTING THE ACHIEVEMENTS 
OF AREA BUSINESS LEADERS 





www.CTGreenGuide.com SUMMER 2015 ¢ Connecticut Green Guide 17 


Practical and tenacious, 
Assistant Attorney General 
Matthew Levine steps up 
to lead prosecution of the 
state’s worst environmental 
enforcement cases 


By Brad Kane 


atthew Levine decided 

he wanted to be a lawyer 

when he was standing in a 
courtroom. 
7a ay While working court security in 
iLibitpheeaee his year after college, Levine over- 
heard a parking ticket case, where 
the defendant was pleading for the 
ticket to be thrown out but having 
a hard time getting his attorney to 
papepre | make the proper argument. 
Tt bth there real “The attorney was doing a ter- 
rible job, quite frankly,” Levine 
said. “If that attorney could make 
a living doing that, I figured out I 
could do it, too.” 
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Matthew Levine 

TITLE: Assistant Attorney General, 
head of Environment Department 

UNDERGRAD: Ithaca College 


LAW SCHOOL: Quinnipiac 
University 


JOINED AG OFFICE: 1996 


WIFE: Deanna Levine, also an 
attorney, married 17 years 


CHILDREN: Evan, 12; Noah, 10; 
Simon, 6 


LIVES: Cheshire 
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> On April 1, after working 18 


years in the Connecticut Attomey 

General’s Office Levine was promoted 
to the head the Environment Depart- 
ment, responsible for prosecuting 
the worst violations of the state’s 
environmental and agricultural laws 
to a fair and reasonable conclusion. 

Despite having a job that has 
him going against business, Levine 
sees his role as helping the econo- 
my of the state flow evenly. He said 
when businesses skirt Connecti- 
cut’s environmental laws, they are 
not only polluting, but they get an 
unfair, illegal leg up on their com- 
petitors who are obeying the rules. 

“If we don’t enforce against this 


ee 


Levine said the lawyers who make up the Environment Department are the driving force behin 
Levine, Sharon Seligman, David Wrinn, Lori DiBella, Robert Snook, Krista Trousdale, Gail Shane, Michael Lynch, Scott Koschwitz, Kirsten 
Rigney, and Denise Vecchio. 


person, then they have an econom- 
ic advantage that they shouldn’t 
have,” Levine said. 

This is perhaps one of the most 
important functions of the environ- 
ment department, said Eric Brown, 
associate counsel for the Connecti- 
cut Business & Industry Association. 
Connecticut’s long list of environ- 
mental laws can add significant 
costs to businesses, and those who 
avoid those duties can be a detni- 
ment to the health of their industry. 

“We have always said that those 
businesses that demonstrate a lack 
of concern for their environmental 
responsibilities ... need to be held 
accountable,” Brown said. > 
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d the attorney general’s cases (from left): 
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Green Fact: 
Connecticut has 
184 active brownfield 
remediation projects. 


SOURCE: CT OPEN DATA 


> Attorney General George Jepsen 
said he picked Levine to fill the role 
for two reasons. First, Levine has 
gone toe-to-toe and come out ahead 
against some of the country’s top 
environmental lawyers, in cases like 
the prosecution of power plants in 
states downwind of Connecticut that 
send their pollution to New England. 
“He is one the leading state 
environmental attorneys in the 
whole country on these issues,” 
Jepsen said. “He has well-developed 
relationships with peers around the 
country and major industry players.” 
Secondly, Levine addresses each 
case practically and won’t blow is- 
sues out of proportion to inflate his 
ego or get himself noticed, Jepsen 
said. This use of discretion and lis- 


www.CTGreenGuide.com 





tening to both sides has been a stick- 
ing point at the Attorney General's 
Office since Jepsen took over in 2011. 

“If we get our facts wrong, we 
can destroy a person’s business,” 
Jepsen said. “Attorneys know Matt 
is not a bomb-thrower. He is tough 
but responsible.” 

The attorney general’s office is 
structured like a pyramid with Jep- 
sen at the top, setting policy. Below 
him is the deputy attorney general 
and four associate attorney gener- 
als, including Levine’s predecessor 
as the Environment Department 
head, Kimberly Massicotte. 

Below them are the heads of the 
15 departments like energy, finance, 
child protection, and transportation. 
Levine oversees 13 attorneys and is 
responsible for 
setting the tone 
in how environ- 
mental cases are 
handled, assign- 
ing cases, devel- 
oping talent, and 
strategizing legal 
approaches — 
including wheth- 
er to settle a case 
or go to trial. 

“Matt is very good at saying, 
‘That is ridiculous, and we are not 
doing it,” Massicotte said. 

Levine’s department receives its 
cases from Department of Energy 
& Environmental Protection and 
state Department of Agriculture 
inspectors. Those departments can 
resolve enforcement cases on their 
own, so ones that arrive at the at- 
torney general’s office are serious 





Attorney General 
George Jepsen 
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State of Connecticut Office of the Attorney General 


Special Counsel/ 
Legislation 
Robert Clark 


Senior Advisor 
Justin Kronholm 


Senior Policy Advisor 
Susan Kinsman 


Chief 
Administrative 
Officer 
Diana L. Comeau 


Business Office 
Human Resources 
Affirmative Action 


Systems 
Management 


Payroll Services 
Facilities 


Library Services 


Energy 
Employment Rights 


with significant evidence. 

The environment department 
currently has 179 cases pending. 
They can include issues like solid 
waste management, hazardous 
waste, air pollution, water pollu- 
tion, and animal cruelty. 

“It only seems when litigation is 
inescapable that the attorney gen- 
eral’s office is likely to get involved 
in a matter,” said Diane Whitney, 
head of Hartford law firm Pullman 
& Comley’s land use department. 

Whitney said Levine has a strong 
reputation for being practical in deal- 
ing with environmental cases, so the 
way his department handles environ- 
ment matters shouldn't change that 
much from when Massicotte ran it. 

That isn’t to say that Levine won't 
take environmental matters seriously. 


Attorney General 
George Jepsen 


Gregory D’Auria 


Antoria Howard 


Antitrust and Government 
Program Fraud 


Civil Rights/Torts 


Consumer Protection 


Executive Assistants 
Robert Blanchard 


Jaclyn Falkowski 


Deputy Attorney 
General 
Perry Zinn Rowthorn 


Associate Attorneys General 


Kimberly Massicotte 
Joseph Rubin 


Departments 


Environment 


Finance 


Child Protection 


Health & Education 


Privacy and Data Security 


Collections & 
Child Support 


Public Safety 
Special Litigation 
Transportation 


Workers’ Compensation 
and Labor Relations 





“I get frustrated when I see pol- 
lution not being addressed,” Levine 
said. “The cases we see here, they 
are violating the law.” 

When he is not prosecuting envi- 
ronmental cases, Levine, a native of 
Woodbridge who was born at Yale- 
New Haven Hospital, likes to be out in 
nature with his family. Their latest ad- 
venture was hiking the mountain at 
Sleeping Giant State Park in Hamden. 

Keeping experiences like this 
available for future generations 
motivates Levine at the attorney 
general’s office, knowing his work 
leads to less pollution. 

“When you read about something 
that is not being addressed, you like 
to think there is a solution for it,” 
Levine said. “Here, you feel like you 
are really accomplishing that.” @& 
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How To Handle Environmental Inspections 


By Lee D. Hoffman 


nspections by environmental enforcement agencies can be a routine occurrence or an adver- 





Green Tip: sarial situation in which criminal liability may attach. As such, it pays to be prepared and to 
To avoid keep the following 15 points in mind before, and during, an environmental inspection. 
ollution 
i Shas 1 Establish an inspection supervisor 8 Take detailed notes of everything the 
nee aoe " tobe responsible for all enforcement ; inspector sees, asks about, and takes 
walkways ; inspections, and make sure the inspec- samples/photos of. 
. tion supervisor is properly trained. 
and parking P propery 9 Obtain a copy of any form used by 
lots with ? Decide whether and on what terms ’ the inspector during the inspection. 
mops, ‘to allow an inspector access to your , 
~ I O Answer inspectors’ questions only 

brooms, or facility — only after careful consider- 

; when 100 percent sure of the answer. 
vacuums, ation by the company. 
instead of Keep records of everything given to the 

3 Require the inspector to provide cre- 1 i 5 | : ee 

hosing them ; inspector. 
Oi NiEr dentials and the specific legal author- 
eee ity allowing access to the facility. 1 ? Obtain split samples and keep 


Establish the parameters of the 
inspection during an opening confer- 
ence with the inspector and be sure 
to have a closing inspection as well. 


Never let the inspector conduct the 
inspection alone. 


Do not let the inspector talk to other 
employees. 


Do not take the inspector to areas 
where an upset or other emergency is 
in progress. 
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13. 
14. 


Sy 


records of all samples taken by the 
inspector. 


Record all photographs taken by the 
inspector and obtain copies. 


If problems arise and there is a possi- 
bility of a criminal violation, stop the 
inspection, and escort the inspector 
to the lobby to wait until your attor- 
ney is contacted. 


Insist upon a closing conference and 
follow up with the inspector after the 
inspection. 


Lee D. Hoffman is chairman of Hartford law firm Pullman & Comley’s Regulatory, Energy & Telecommunications Department. 
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The house Dykins submitted for the 
Zero Energy Challenge was entirely 
electric, using no fossil fuels directly. 
(Above right). One of Dykins’ latest 
projects in Mansfield. 





Friendly Builder 


By John A. Lahtinen 


omebuilder Bob Dykins has had a strong passion for creating ever 
since he was a kid. 
“Ive always created sculptures from wood,” Dykins said. “Now I’m 
creating livable sculptures from wood that impact other people in a grand way.” 
Dykins, owner of Glastonbury Housesmith and builder of the first LEED 


Gold house in Connecticut back in 2007, doesn’t simply construct homes. 
With an equal passion toward environmental consciousness, he seeks to 
create personalized experiences for his customers by building unique, smart, 
energy-efficient homes with an emphasis on utilizing the newest products and 
the most current technology. 
“My construction methods and constant search for innovations improve the 
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durability, efficiency, and livability of a home,” Dykins said. 
“By creating homes with low HERS (Home Energy Rating 
System), Iam doing my part to help the environment in 
need. I pay close attention to every aspect of the construc- 
tion process as if the project were my own home.” 


Glastonbury Houses 


mith’s latest project — a four-bed, 


3,400-square-foot home in South Glastonbury — was 


Green 


Fact: 

A typical 

resale home 
scores 130 on e 
the HERS Index 
while a standard 
new home is 
rated at 100. 





SOURCE: U.S. 
DEPARTMENT 
OF ENERGY 


awarded first place and the $25,000 
prize in the 2015 Connecticut Zero 
Energy Challenge, a statewide de- 
sign and build competition which 
challenges participants to con- 
struct high energy efficiency homes 
that consume little to no energy. 

The home captured the lowest 
projected annual net operating 
cost and lowest overall HERS index 
categories. 

“We were very fortunate that 
someone we were working with to 
turn our floorplan into construction 
documents knew Bob Dykins and 
thought he would be a good fit for 
us,” said Carl Benker, the homeown- 


er. “It turns out he was not a good fit — he was a perfect fit.” 
Dykins said the housing market needs to move in a 
more sustainable direction so that homes do not need to 


be repaired within the 


first 10 years of construction. 


“We need to educate the community and need to be on 
the cutting edge with technology,” Dykins said. “General 
contractors need to adapt to new methods as well as pass 
them onto the next generation.” 

Dykins uses PlanGnid, a free app that lets contractors 
and architects collaborate with all of their project plans, 
specs, and photos. By providing customers the option of 
electronic signatures, this keeps him in constant contact, 
reduces paper, and saves time not waiting for mail. 


“Working with Bob 


is ike working with a longtime 


trusted friend,’ Benkersaid. @& 
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This 2008 photo 
shows the Hartford 
Landfill just as the 
capping process 


began. 
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Hartford Landfill’s closing marks 
start of new trash disposal era 


By Kathryn M. Roy 


t’s been 75 years in the making, but the Hartford Landfill is officially 

closed. The landfill’s storied history represents the evolution of trash dis- 

posal in Connecticut, and its legacy will forever serve to shape the future 
of waste remediation priorities and policies in the state. 

The official closure certification came in March after the Matenals Inno- 
vation & Recycling Authority, formerly the Connecticut Resources Recovery 
Authority (CRRA), was notified that the synthetic cap MIRA had installed on the 


rohan History of the Hartford Landfill 











residents 

generate an 

sc ae 1940 — 1955 1955 — 1977 

of garbage The City of Hartford operated an open burn- Hartford incinerator burned city garbage at 

everyday. ing dump in the area of the public works the North Meadows. Ash was buried in the 
garage that was not regulated or permitted. present landfill with other unburnable waste. 


SOURCE: DEEP 


26 CONNECTICUT GREEN GUIDE e SUMMER 2015 www.CTGreenGuide.com 


lew Plan 


The Connecticut Modernizing Recycling 
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4 aie J landfill meets 


state and federal 
regulations. 

Opened by 
the city of Hart- 
ford in 1940, the 
landfill has un- 
dergone sweep- 
ing changes 
reflecting evolving views on waste disposal across the 
country, particularly in Connecticut. What started as an 
open-burning dump led to an incinerator on the prop- 
erty from 1953 to 1977. 

After the CRRA’s creation in 1982, the agency leased the 
landfill from the city, and began accepting trash from 44 cit- 
ies and towns until 1988, when CRRA opened the Hartford 
trash-to-energy plant, as the state became a national leader 
in burning garbage for electricity. At that point, the landfill’s 
purpose was to receive combustor ash and non-processable 
matenals from the plant, along with bulky waste. 


for regional services. 
Redefine the role of MIRA and the role 
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authorities in governance, responsibilities, 


and operations. 


SOURCE: DEEP 
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The state Department of Environmental 
Protection issued the City of Hartford its first 
permit for a 70-acre landfill in the North 


Meadows. 
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DEP permitted the 38-acre expansion to the 
North Meadows Landfill for municipal solid 


waste, but the city never used the extra prop- 





David Bodendorf, MIRA senior environmental engineer, stands among the solar panels 
installed at the landfill, making it the first in the state with such as array. 


PHOTO | PABLO ROBLES 


The last waste delivery at the landfill occurred in 
2008, when the first of four phases of capping began. 
Not long after, Connecticut’s appetite for trash-to-ener- 
gy started to fade; the state now is focused on recover- 
ing as much of the waste stream as possible, hoping to 
hit a 60 percent recycling rate by 2024. 

“As a state, we have long recognized that a landfill is 
not a good use of land,” said Robert Isner, director of the 
Waste Engineering Enforcement Division at the state 
Department of Energy & Environmental Protection. “It’s a 
waste of the material value of everything. We're placing a 
lot of emphasis on recovering the material value of waste.” 

Chris Nelson, DEEP supervisor of the sustainable 
materials management recycling program, said a major 
focus of the state are the three Rs. 

“If it can’t be reduced, reused or recycled, we look to 
have energy recovered,” Nelson said. “That’s why we have 
moved away from landfills to resource recovery authonities.” 

The state’s solid waste management plan now calls for 
diversion of items from the waste stream, planning for 
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Air regulations forced the closure of the 
incinerator. Hartford then dumped all solid 
waste in the North Meadows Landfill. 


erty as space remained in the original 70 acres. 
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repurposed as a power plant fuel. 


» one day when landfills and trash- 

to-energy facilities won’t be neces- 
sary. Efforts to use waste for more 
productive purposes include anaero- 
bic digesters to turn food waste into 
power plant fuel and product stew- 
ardships to make consumers and 
manufacturers of products like paint 
and mattresses responsible for their 
end-of-life use. 

The landfill itself now is focused 

on cleaner uses as well. In June, it 


Green Fact: 

With the Hartford Landfill 
closed, Connecticut has 
28 active landfill sites. 


SOURCE: DEEP 
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The Hartford Landfill also captures the gas collected from the rotting garbage to be 
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became Connecticut’s first landfill 
to install a solar array, when a 1 
megawatt system began generating 
electricity. MIRA has a contract with 
electric utility Eversource Energy 

to sell the array’s renewable energy 
credits through 2028. 

“It’s a win-win from our per- 
spective,” said David Bodendorf, 
MIRA senior environmental engi- 
neer. “We're used to a landfill being 
an eyesore, and we're proposing a 
project that the public and state 
regulators can get behind.” 

Bodendorf said the existence of 
the solar array was the result of 

new technologies MIRA used in 
the fourth and final phase of the 
landfill capping, using a special 
surface that supports the installa- 
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The electricity generated by the solar array 
is collected and sent to the power grid. 


PHOTO | PABLO ROBLES 


tion plus other uses. 

Because of Hartford, closed 
landfills in Shelton, Waterbury and 
Ellington are considering solar or 
other uses, said Bodendorf. 

The solar system, though, is just 
part of the long-term planning for 
the landfill, Isner said. 

“What used to be an issue of 
environmental justice and having 
a negative impact on the commu- 
nity has turned into a positive for 
the host community,” said Marilyn 
Cruz-Aponte, assistant to the direc- 
tor of Hartford public works. 

Cruz-Aponte said the city contin- 
ues to solicit ideas for other uses for 
the property, including establishing a 
greenhouse, planting a wild meadow 
to attract wildlife, and encourag- 


2.2 _______ $$$ _2—_§_—_ —___ 


1982 
Hartford leased the landfill to CRRA, which 


used it to deposit waste from the Mid-Con- 


necticut Project waste-to-energy plant. 


SoZ 


The gas flare and landfill gas recovery system 
were installed and activated to reduce odors 


emanating from the landfill. 
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2008 


Landfill receives final delivery, capping 


process begins. 


www.CTGreenGuide.com 


The landfill was capped with a special 
turf surface to support the solar panels. 
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ing passive recreation such as bird 
watching on the site. Methane gas is 
collected from the landfill to poten- 
tial be used as fuel for power plants. 

DEEP will monitor the city- 
owned site for the next 30 years 
and perform any needed mainte- 
nance on the landfill. MIRA owns 
and operates the solar facility and 
is in negotiations with the city to 
take on a larger role as more uses 
are added to the site. 

“It was something that was re- 
ally a problem as the host disposal 
site for hundreds of communities, 
but now Hartford gets the poten- 
tial benefits of open space, care- 
fully crafted to create a benefit for 
Hartford’s residents and also the 
region, Cruz-Aponte said. @& 


2014 


Capping of landfill is complete. 
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Installer: Tecta Solar, a national company 
with offices in East Berlin 

Installation Costs: $3.6 million 

Panels: 4,000 

Area: Six Acres 

Turf: The solar array sits on top of a layer of 


sand and a layer of ClosureTurf, an imper- 


aaterele)(cmsy\inldalcit(ome [rok yume [6 ][u[alemacomant-lian 


tenance, designed for covering landfills 
Total Project Cost of Capping & Solar: 

$30 million, paid for by a special reserve 

fund created by MIRA and funded by 


tipping fees paid by municipalities which 
Uhy-fo arom relareial| 


Groundbreaking; First solar facility to be 


built on a Connecticut closed landfill, fewer 
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SOURCE: MIRA 
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March 2015 


DEEP signs off on capping project. The 


landfill officially closes. 


SOURCE: MIRA 





e TRANE 


There are two 
ways we can help 
you reduce your 
energy cost. 
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Reduce the amount of 
energy used 


Reduce the price of 
energy used 


Lower usage. 
Lower cost. 


A complete energy solution. 


a TRANE sui_vinc 
SJ ADVANTAGE 


Commercial Sales & Service 
716 Brook Street 

Rocky Hill CT 

800-959-9092 
Trane.com/BuildingAdvantage 
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Workforce 
Development 


Clean trades program develops 
technicians at early age 





By Pat Ciarleglio 


he Connecticut Clean Trades Program, a partnership 

between Energize Connecticut and the Connecticut 

Business & Industry Association (CBIA) Education 
Foundation, is offering students training in researching, 
analyzing, and implementing energy efficiency strategies in 
their schools and communities. Students gain knowledge 
of related careers by participating in unique real-world 
learning experiences preparing them for green careers. 

The clean trades initiative is an extension of our suc- 
cessful nationally recognized, E-House program through 
Energize Connecticut, which provides state-of-the-art 
green training opportunities in both renewable energy, as 
well as energy conversation methodology to our students. 

Platt Technical High School carpentry students 
recently used building science principles they have 
learned through the clean trades program to perform 
their first home energy assessment at my home for field 
experience. With the guidance of United IIluminating’s 
approved Building Performance Institute (BPI)-certified 
technicians participating in Energize Connecticut’s 
Home Energy Solutions (HES) program, the students 
were able to evaluate building envelope and energy 
performance to provide recommendations for advanced 
energy-saving measures. 

By performing a home energy assessment, the stu- 
dents were able to see first-hand the physical check- 
up of the home and determine how much energy it 
is using and what improvements can be made. With 
guidance from expert technicians, the students learned 
about the following: 

e Diagnostic testing, blower door air sealing, duct 

sealing 

e Installation of energy-saving light bulbs (including 

LEDs) 
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e Installation of water-saving tools like low-flow 
showerheads, faucet attachments, and hot water 
pipe wrap 

e Eligible appliances will be evaluated for possible 
rebates or replacement with energy-efficient models 

e Energy-saving tips on how to lower energy costs 

e Information on financing for critical upgrades for 
existing older or inefficient equipment 

I was very impressed with the attentiveness of the 
students. They were actively engaged throughout the 
entire process, and I was pleased to open my home to 
future tradesmen. 

This particular training affords the students the 
ability to enter the workforce with marketable skills, 
while filling the void that industry currently has. The 
clean trade’s initiative gives students a leg up on un- 
derstanding and applying building science principles 
while practicing these competencies in real-world 
simulations. 

My position allows me to see the trends in appren- 
ticeship. Over the last six months, the trend has shown 
a steady increase in the number of apprentices in Con- 
necticut (we are currently at more than 5,400). Working 
collaboratively with our partners, we are able to deliver 
career-ready students into the energy conservation/re- 
newable energy workforce. @& 
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Five-year Solar — Since it was 
installed in 2010, the solar array on the roof 
of Webster Bank’s New Britain facility on 
Slater Road has generated 391.1 megawatts 
of electricity, enough to power a television 
for 113,731 days. The building houses 450 
Webster bankers. 





Fuel Cell Switch — comcast Cable on April 21 turned on the 400-kilowatt fuel cell at 
its Western New England Regional Headquarters in Berlin, covering 80 percent of the facility's 
entire electricity load. The fuel cell was provided by California-based Bloom Energy and will 
produce 3 million kilowatt hours of electricity annually, offsetting the 80,000-square-foot 
facility’s carbon emissions by the equivalent of taking 185 cars off the road. Pictured from left 
are John Reuter, Bloom vice president of enterprise accounts; Berlin Mayor Rachel Rochette; 
Michael Caron, Public Utilities Regulatory Authority commissioner; Mary McLaughlin, Comcast 
senior vice president; State Sen. Paul Doyle (D-Rocky Hill), co-chair of the Energy & Technology 
Committee; PURA Chairman Arthur House; Berlin Town Manager Denise McNair; and Andy 


McCarthy, Comcast vice president of engineering. 





Earth Day Tree — charmaine 


Craig (front row, yellow shirt) received the 





Community Earth Day Award from the 
Earth Day Cleanup — Volunteers from Prudential Financial helped clean up Wexford students at the Environmental Sciences Mary 
Park in Hartford as part of their Earth Day celebration (from left): Elizabeth Adcock, Maureen Daigle, Hooker Elementary Magnet School, where 


Judy Lawson, Maryann Foster, Julie Merritt, Adam Login, Linda Denning Shea, and Roz Chapman. they planted a tree in her honor. 


The Green Guide ECOmmunity page recognizes special events and awards in the Connecticut sustainable business community. 


To submit an item, send photos and captions to: bkane@HartfordBusiness.com. 
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EDITORIAL 


Please, 
No Tolls 


onnecticut’s transportation 
planning and infrastructure 
certainly needs a refresh. 
We won't go as far to say the state’s 
transportation system is a mess, but 
if Connectict continues its long tra- 
dition of kicking the can down the 
road, it certainly will be a mess. 

To this end, we applaud Gov. 
Dannel P. Malloy’s 30-year, $100 
billion plan to overhaul the state’s 
transportation systems. However, 
as Malloy’s special commission to 
come up with a funding source for 
this slightly overambitious plan 
starts to develop concrete ideas, 
we would like to make one plea: 
No tolls. 

We get it: cars are becoming 
more efficient, and the decrease in 
gasoline tax collections nationwide 
is the scourge of all transporta- 
tion planning everywhere. A new 
funding source is needed to pay for 
costly maintenance and improve- 
ments. Connecticut is relatively 
tapped out with its funding sourc- 
es: local partnerships would create 
higher property taxes; more gas 
taxes would be counterintuitive, 
especially in a state with the high- 
est gasoline prices in New England; 
businesses already are facing tax 
increases just to balance the this 
year’s state budget. 

Tolls seem like an obvious solu- 
tion, or at least part of the solution 











In May, Connecticut had the fourth highest per gallon prices for diesel in the nation and 


the ninth highest for regular. Tolls would add to these costs. 


package. (News Columnist Lyle 
Wray talks more about funding op- 
tions on page 14.) 

Yet, forcing motonists and busi- 
ness fleets to pay tolls feels more like 
the bill coming due for years of Con- 
necticut robbing its transportation 
funding to pay for non-transportation 
services, underfunding its transporta- 
tion improvement plans, and talking 
about overhauling transportation 
planning with no real action. 

Take the gross receipts tax, for 
example, which is a main rea- 
son prices at Connecticut fueling 
stations are typically 20-30 cents 
higher than those immediately 
across the border. This started off 
as a tax to help fueling stations 
pay to clean up spills, but the 
legislature kept stealing the money 
away to pay for its pet projects, 
so now none of that money goes 
toward transportation projects. 

This year’s legislative passage of 
a transportation lock box to prevent 
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this kind of thievery in the future 
is a somewhat reassuring notion, 
but in a state with a long history of 
raiding its special funds for general 
spending, that lock box measure 
only means so much. 

While tolls are user fees, much 
of Malloy’s transportation plans 
call for improvements that have 
nothing to do with roads, such 
as improvements to rail, airports, 
and seaports. At that point, motor- 
ists are paying for something that 
doesn’t benefit them directly. 

Tolls are annoying. They usually 
cost just enough to hurt commuters’ 
wallets but aren’t high enough to 
force commuters to find an alterna- 
tive route. Tolls add further costs to 
company fleets that already have 
to suffer the state’s high fuel costs. 
Tolls are an impediment to people 
wanting to travel to places like Hart- 
ford and New Haven to work, go out 
to eat, stay in a hotel, or shop. 

Tolls areabadidea. @ 
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Home-Grown 
Power 


Keep renewable energy dollars in CT 
By Jon Gordon 


n Feb. 25, Gov. Dannel P. Malloy announced 

Connecticut, Massachusetts, and Rhode Island 

have initiated a coordinated process that will 
lead to a three-state request for proposals (RFP) for 
clean energy resources. The governor in his press re- 
lease stated the following: 

“By working together with neighboring states we can 
make the most efficient use of our resources to attract new 
clean energy projects at the lowest possible cost for rate- 
payers while advancing our interests in reducing emissions 
of greenhouse gases,” said Governor Malloy. “The joint pro- 
curement process opens the possibility of procuring large- 
scale projects and transmission to deliver clean energy on 
a scale that no single state could secure on its own.” 

The three states took the first step in the procure- 
ment process by releasing a draft RFP, and the states 
will issue the final RFP this spring. The RFP will seek 
bids on new Class I Renewable Energy projects — which 
include wind, solar, small hydro, biomass, and fuel cells 
— of at least 20 megawatts and large-scale hydro power 
projects. The joint RFP with neighboring states seeking 
to work together cooperatively is a groundbreaking ap- 
proach for New England energy policy. 

While this new approach offers the possibility of 
benefits to ratepayers, depending on how it is imple- 
mented it may also have unintended consequences for 
the burgeoning marketplace for smaller scale distrib- 
uted renewable energy projects in Connecticut. 

Connecticut has a legislatively mandated goal that 20 
percent Connecticut’s electric supply be generated from 
Class I renewable generation resources by 2020. The goal 
for 2015 is 12.5 percent, and Connecticut is already pro- 
curing renewable power from out of state to find enough 
renewable supply to achieve the current goal. The three- 
state RFP seeks to facilitate even more purchases for 
remote, out-of-state renewable energy supply. 

In 2013, when Connecticut issued its last large- 
scale RFP for renewable energy, it ultimately awarded a 
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contract to EDP Renewables, a subsidiary of the Madrid, 
Spain-based conglomerate EDP Renovaveis, which is 
developing a 250 megawatt wind farm to be located in 
Aroostook County, Maine. It’s estimated that as much 
as $1 billion of Connecticut ratepayer money may go to 
the Spanish company for the Maine-based wind power 
over the life of the contract. Malloy’s new multi-state 
RFP seems to further the out-of-state renewable energy 
purchasing strategy by allowing the contract to include 
the cost of transmission infrastructure to bring remote 
renewable resources to Connecticut, such as existing 
large-scale hydro power from Canada, which Connecti- 
cut policymakers have discussed as a viable means of 
achieving Connecticut’s 20 percent by 2020 goal. 
Connecticut policymakers should focus first on en- 
couraging every possible means to keep ratepayer dol- 
lars for renewable energy in Connecticut and reap the 
economic development and job benefits that go with a 
thriving, in-state renewable energy economy. @ 
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Mohegan Tribal 
Council members 

who helped start 

» Northeast Wood 

* Products (from 
left); Gerry Amenta, 


eS | Mark Sperry, and 
. Bill Quidgeon. 
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Northeast Wood 
Products 


FOUNDER: Mohegan Tribe 
PRESIDENT: Guy Mozzicato 
EMPLOYEES: 60 

LAUNCH: May 2015 


WEB SITE: www.thermaglo.com 


NWP had a stronger beginning than 
most startups as the Mohegan Tribe 
created the business as a way to 
diversify its casino-heavy portfolio 
and move into more eco-friendly 
ventures. NWP started off with pro- 
duction plants in Ohio and Indiana 
and just added one in Pennsylvania. 


NWP’s ThermaGlo wood pellets are 
created from wood fiber waste and 
untreated residue generated from 
wood processing, which are then 
burned in pellet stoves for heat as 
an alternative to natural gas, fuel 
oil, or other home heating. The price 
varies by retailer and time of year, 
but Home Depot currently sells 
them for $5.19 per 40-pound bag. 


The Thermaglo pellets are high-effi- 
ciency and meet industry standards 
for clean burning. In addition to 
being an alternative fuel, the pellets 
also use wood waste that would 
otherwise be discarded. 
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Reach decision-makers in the 


Green business community. 
ae 





Publishing quarterly, the 


eas 2O'S Connecticut Green Guide 
NEN puts you in front of business decision- 
Awe R makers concerned about their business’s 
a impact on the environment — and your 
ad provides the opportunity to tell them 
how you can help lessen that impact. 
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eCan you help them save money 
through efticiency? 


eLessen their environmental impact 
with greener resources? 


eProvide environmentally-triendly 
services r 


Tell them about it with an ad 
in this targeted publication. 


As Lets URNA 


For more information, visit CTGreenGuide.com or 
contact Jessica Baker at (860) 236-9998 ext. 122 


or jbaker@HartfordBusiness.com. 
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energize T 


CONNECTICUT 


Empowering you to make 
smart energy choices 


ee 
ENERGY EFFICIENCY 


MEANS BUSINESS. 





Get up to speed on the latest Energize Connecticut efficiency 
solutions for businesses. 


As a facilities manager, you know your property the incentive and rebate solutions that fit your 
owner doesn’t look to you to just manage their projects and can offset your equipment costs. 
building. They rely on you to help them make From upgrading existing equipment to building 
smart decisions that make the most of their and outfitting brand-new state-of-the-art 
budgets. Making energy efficiency a priority facilities, energy-saving solutions not only 

will help you maximize energy cost savings, Save you money up front, they also boost 
building performance, comfort and indoor your bottom line by reducing operating costs 
air quality. for years to come. 


Whether you're managing a large-scale office 
complex or running a small neighborhood 
coffee shop, Energize Connecticut and 
Eversource can get you up to speed on the 
latest efficiency solutions and incentives. 


Contractors—Learn about the latest 
energy-efficient technologies and 
building practices to help your clients 
make the most of their budgets. 


Energize Connecticut wants to help you make 
smart energy choices. We can guide you to 


Find the latest energy efficiency solutions by calling 877-WISE-USE or 


visiting EnergizeCT.com/businesses 
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Energize Connecticut—Programs are funded by a charge on customer energy bills. 


